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I1.—Fore1cn Potirics. 


, of the 10th February, referring to Lord Dufferin’s 

— visit to Series, says that nobody expects 
Burma. that Lord Dofferin will be able to see every- 
hing with his own eyes. Burmah is now being ruled according 
: ye mer law by Colonel Sladen and his colleague Colonel Hooper. The 
i Joes not expect that the Burmese ministers will be allowed access to 
ee Dufferin, or that, even if they are allowed access to him, they will be 
lowed to freely express their opinion. ‘The writer sees clearly that Lord 
Dufferin will have to act according to the wishes of the Anglo-Burmese, 
sho recommend that Upper Burmah should be amalgamated with Lower 
Burmah. In his Burmese policy Lord Dufferin has been guided by the 
counsels of the Anglo-Burmese. But their recommendation is not accept- 
sble to experienced statesmen. The writer knows that much evil has 
securred owing to the defects of Burmese administration. But nothing but 


lfshness can prompt one to say that that evil cannot be remedied | 


except by English annexation of the country. If Government. had 
set up a Burmese Prince on the throne, and stationed an English Resident 
in the country, good adwinistration would have been secured, and at the same 
tine the English would not have earned disgrace. Burmah will not be 
able to pay the high cost of English administration. If Lord Dufferin does 
not beware in time, very evil consequences will be produced. 

2. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the Jlth February, says that 
experienced statesmen have from the first 
apprehended a collision with China in connec- 
tion with the eastern frontier of Burmah. Now China has claimed Bhamo 
and the territory on the banks of the Irrawaddy up to the river Salween. 
The English are a nation of politicians. There can be no doubt that they 
will somehow settle the dispute. But the matter is very serious. There are 
two powerful neighbours on two sides, namely China on the east and Russia 
ou the west. India will be ruined on account of frontier questions. The 
writer even now advises Government to abandon all outside frontiers, and to 
remain within India, 

d The Bharat Bast, of the 13th February, says that a quarrel has 
taken place between the Cossacks and another 
tribe on the borders of Persia. Russia has sent 
reinforcements to the Cossacks. ‘Will the Government of India go to war 
with Russia on behalf of Persia? It is plain that Russia will shortly 
establish her sway down to the Arabian Sea. It is sure that Russia will 
conquer either Persia or Afghanistan on the same plea on which the 
English have conquered Burmah. England will not be able to say a word 
: Russia attacks Persia, for what Burmah is to England Persia is to 

ussia, 

4. The Sanjivani, of the 18th February, apprehends a rupture 
China and England. between China and England for the possession 
| of Bhamo, which the English have already occu- 

pied, England will not be able to give Bhamo to China, for the English 
merchants are opposed to such cession. The French occupied Tonquin : China 
ge 4 quarrel with them and gave them a good lesson. It is not likel 

‘hat she will let England alone in this matter, The writer asks the English 


give up a portion of Burmah to China, and not to quarrel with her 
for nothing. 


England and China. 


Russia and Persia, 


o. The same paper says that Mr. Macaulay has succeeded in 
English commerce in Thibet, opening Thibet to British commerce. If 


sat . . the new Secretary of State permits, English 
5’0ds will enter Thibet in the course of three months. Extension of 
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commerce is exceedingly desirable indeed, but the character of 
merchants greatly alarms the writer. Theebaw was weak, and so he has beer 
easily deposed. But China is not weak. But that is not likely to deter th. 
merchants from quarrelling with her, because the cost of war will be paid py 
the people of India. The writer requests Government to think of 4, 
character of these merchants before allowing them to enter a for, 
country. 

6. The Bangabdsi, of the 138th February, does not believe that 
the work of the Boundary Commission yj) 
be smoothly conducted, or that the Enolis, 
have stationed a body of troops on the frontier for the’ purpose q 
delimitation. The real object of stationing troops appears to be to delay 
the advance of Russia for some time. But the English are humiliating 
themselves in the eyes of the people among whom the troops have bes 
placed. Last year the Russian General plainly insulted the Enolis, 
Commission by attacking the Afghans before its eyes, and showed to the 
people that Russians were stronger than the English, who subsequent) 
allowed the Russians to occupy a portion of the Afghan territory, The | 
English lost their influence in that country, but the dispute did not come 
to anend. The Russians claim Meruchuck as a portion of Sarracks. The 
English and the Afghans are in a great difficulty. The Amir gave Panjdeh 
to Russia at the request of the English, but he piainly told Lor 
Dufferin that he would not give Weruchuck even at the risk of his life 
Now the Russians are claiming Meruchuck. Will the English be able to sare 
the place from the grasp of Russia? This appears impossible. 

7. The Navavibhatdr, of the 15th February, says that the disgrace 
of the English will know no bounds if the 
Provost Marshall, Colonel Hooper, and his 
colleague are not punished for their grave offences. Can Lord Dufferm 
deny that they tried to prove the innocent Burmese ministers guilty of 
conspiracy in order to place Burmah under the rule of English military 
officers? The military authorities are persistently recommending that the 
number of English troops in Burmah should be increased. Government 
has imposed an income-tax for the sake of av annual income of 62 lakhs 
of rupees. But many 62 lakhs are going to be spent in Burmah. The 
happiness of Indians has reached the highest limit. English glory wil 
now know no bounds. The Burmese have lost their independence. There 
is no hope of happiness for them in this world. 

8. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 16th February, says that the 

sath chalet bs tia English are showing the highest perfection 
of civilization in Burmah. They are exhibiting 

the superiority of their civilization, their religion and their chivalry to the 
best advantage. The Burmese did not oppose the occupation of Mandalay 
They did not say a word when their King was dragged on a cart to the 
steamer. They thought that the English would not deprive them of thel 
freedom. They readily obeyed the English when they found that the English 
Were issuing Orders in consultation with the Burmese ministry. They evel 
laid down their arms before the English. But from that time some of thea 
began to suspect the designs of the English, and flew to arms to save ther 
country, and like true heroes began to sacrifice their lives, fighting agala* 
fearful odds, They did not hesitate to fight with a nation before whom evél 
Russia hesitates to advance. In barbarous times victors used to kill thett 
captive enemies. But with the progress of civilization that barbarous custo? 
has been abolished. Even Turkev did not kill her Russian captives. Napoleot 
Was represented as a monster by Englishmen for shooting some Egypt 
captive troops, Butthesame English nation is now allowing its Generals © 


Delish 


Igy 


The Boundary Commission. 
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‘milar crimes with impunity. Some Burmese dacoits have been 
# edger by one, after their capture. They bore their fate with perfect 


0 No one ever dreamt that the English would stoop to all this for 


trv like Burmah. What will the Queen say when she hears this ? 
bm te keep up her reputation in the civilized world? ‘This will 


stain on the fair fame of her rule. 

oa * ‘- same paper says that the English have annexed Burmah 
in spite of the unanimous advice of the 
native press to the contrary. Their advice 
was based on two grounds—jirs?, the poverty of India on which the 
ost of the administration would be laid; and second, the close proximity 
‘0 China, which is a powerful State, and with which the English 
sould not afford to quarrel ata time when Russia threatened them on the 
western frontier. These objections appear to be very well grounded. 
The Chinese have raised objection to the occupation of Bhamo on two grounds. 
They say that the English can occupy Burmah, but they must pay tribute 
to the Celestial Empire for it in the same way as was done by the Kings 
of Burmah, and that they cannot allow the English to occupy Bhamo. 
Tt would be difficult for the English to check Russia on the one hand and 
China on the other. Government should act at this juncture after mature 
deliberation. 


The annexation of Burmah. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


10. The Sanjévani, of the 13th February, is glad to notice that 
Anadditional Native Deputy Com. Mr. Harrison has recommended the appoint- 
missioner for the Calcutta Police. ment of a native gentleman as an addie- 
tional Deputy Commissioner of the Calcutta Police. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


ll. Vhe Pratikdr, of the 29th January, says that the District 
Judge has on appeal confirmed the sentence 
passed on Babu Kedarnath Basu by the 
Joint-Magistrate of Murshidabad. The writer is not in a position to say 
whether the Babu is innocent, and whether he has been sent to jail simply 
m because he telegraphed to the Sanjtvant statements damaging to the 
credit of the Magistrate during the time of the floods. Telegraphing 
accounts of the floods to the Calcutta paper was a very noble action 
indeed, but the charges brought against the Baboo are mean and hateful. 
The writer has no sympathy with those who make newspapers a means of 
‘xacting money in the shape of bribes. 
12. A correspondent of ned pe paper contradicts im statements 
ae ae which appeared in some vernacular papers to 
mm pn Teen's eae the effect that Rakhal Babu, the aa 
of Police, had been brought back to Berhampore in order that he 
might tutor witnesses in the case of Babu Kedarnath Basu, and that he 
meted _his witnesses from amongst persons who frequent Bidhu 
~— s dispensary, by saying that Rakhal Babu went to J ungypore only for 
reé months, and that his permanent post is at Berhampore. He isa 
popular Inspector, and has always discharged the duties of his office with 
ie The dispensary of Bidnu Babu was the place where the truth-luving 
ep ar Babu used to remain day and night. The witnesses do not seem 
ave been tutored, for the Sanjévant, which has espoused Kedar Babu’s 


Babu Kedarnath Basu. 


BurRDWaw SANJIVANI, 
Feb, 16th, 1886. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 13th, 1886. 


PRATIKAR, 
Jan, 29th, 1886. 
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cause, admits that there is much disagreement in their depositions, 
fact shows that they were not tutored. 

13. The Nava Medini, of the 6th seg: says that j 

is . issue it requeste overnment ¢ 

eo Te Depnty 8" Moulvi Buzlul Karim from Ghattal, 
iving the reason why it considers the transfer necessary. The 
oF Ghattal are dissatisfied with him. Mr. Wilson, when Magistress’¢ 
Midnapore, recorded his opinion to this effect about two years age, 
The executive and judicial functions are entrusted in the hands 
the Deputy Magistrates. As to the executive powers of the Mouly 
the writer gives the history of how he became the Chairman of th, 
Kamjivanpore Municipality. The Commissioners of that municipaltiy 
elected their Chairman and Vice-Chairman from among their own body on the 
10th February. When a copy of their proceedings reached the hands of 
the Moulvi, unable to bear the idea that another should be the Chairma, 
he proceeded to Ramjivanpvure to hold his court there. He threatened 
the Commissioners into acquiesence in his own views. He got th 
proceedings of the meeting of the 10th February quashed, compelled the 
Commissioners to elect him as Chairman and Nanda Baboo ag Vic. 


Chairman. In this case he has certainly abused the high powers entrusted 
in his hands. 


14. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 10th February, is glad to hear tha 


the Government of Bombay has made a nl 

“as essi Judges. : n ° ° 
ee that no one will be appointed a District and 
Sessions Judge without serving as an Additional Judge for three years, 
Why has not such a rule been made in Bengal, where Joint-Magistrates 


without any training often become District and Sessions Judges and dis 
grace the bench? 


15. The Bharat Mihir, of the llth February, says that Lorl 


a Dufferin, who has already committed some 
Se unpopular acts, will completely forfeit the 
respect of the people if, overlooking the just claims of Mr. Justice 


Mitter, he appoints Mr. Justice Cunningham to officiate as Chief Justice 
of the Calcutta High Court when Sir Richard Garth goes on leave. 


16. A correspondent cf the same paper refers to the case of dacoity 
A case of dacoity. which was recently said to have occurred in 


| the house of one Bishwambhar Chatterjee 
of Mashat in the Hooghly district, and which was noticed in paragraph 59 


of the Weekly Report of the 6th February 1886. It has since trans 


pirec that the seizure and taking away of the goods of the Baboo wer 
really effected in the presence of a peon of the Hooghly Judge’s Cour 
in execution of a decree of that Court, though no decree had ever beet 
passed against the Baboo. The fact would appear to be that some enemic 
of the Baboo had managed to obtain against him the execution of 
decree passed by the District Judge of Burdwan against another pers 


by making false statements before the Judge. The whole matter is 20" 
under investigation. 


17. The Sursbhi and Patdkd, of the 11th February, referring to tht 
RE pe asec Baa rumour that Mr. Justice Cunningham, who 
dhe Caleuteg Hak oct Justiceship of is the junior of Mr. Justice Mitter, will & 
appointed to officiate for Sir Richard Garth, 
during his absence on leave, says that Lord Dufferin will prove tht 
he Is unworthy of the office of Viceroy if he does not appoint Mr. Juste 
Mitter to the Officiating Ciitef Justiceship of the High Court in imitaho 
ui the courageous and noble example of Lord Ripon. 


This very 


D its las 
0 transfer 
It 1s hoy 


8 «M2 a oa *¢ ev 


co ao crn co i  sb-a~ 
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18, A correspondent of the Wava Medini, of the 13th February, says 
that the Munsif of Dantoon has, by harassing 
eee the parties in suits before him, reduced the 
aber of suits in the chowki by 150. People would rather lose their 
ney than go to his court. He does not allow pleaders to cross-examine 
eas produced by their clients, when they prove hostile, without a written 
application. He is bent on realising an increased amount of court-fee by 


apy means. ’ 
19, The Bangabdst, of the 13th February, says that Sir Richard Garth 
is going away. Who is to succeed him is the 
The Chief Justiceship of theCal- Qyestion. There would have been no_neces- 
entta High Court. ae . 
sity for raising the question had a Bengali 
not been the senior Puisne Judge of the High Court. According to the 
established rule, the senior Puisne Judge acts as the Chief Justice in the 
absence of the permanent Chief Justice. But the English do not always 
respect the rules made by themselves, Mr. Justice Mitter is an able and 
well-educated lawyer. He has on a previous occasion officiated as Chief 
Justice for three months with ability. Why are, then, his claims 
to that high office going to be set aside in favour of another? Lord 
Dufferin has often promised to pursue the policy of Lord Ripon. The writer 
wants to see how he pursues that policy in the matter of the appointment 
of Chief Justice. 


20. The same paper says that Mr. Justice Prinsep went On a tour 

of inspection of the courts in the mofussil 

pat, Judge of Small Cause Court, the year before last, and he recommended 
oe that the principal Judgeship of the Courts of 
Small Causes in Nuddea and Jessore should be abolished. There are other 
Judgeships of a similar nature in other districts. Why, then, should the 
posts be abolished in Jessore and Nuddea while retained in other places? 


|The writer does not understand the reason. The pay of the principal 
dudgeship is Rs. 1,500, and it is now held by a Bengali. Perhaps this did 


not appear well in the eyes of an English Judge. 


21. The Sanjtvani, of the 13th February, says that Mr. Justice 
one Prinsep went some time ago on a tour of 
Couns rinipal Judge of Small Cause inspection in the mofussil of all the Courts 
| of Small Causes. He has recommended 
the abolition of the principal Judgeship of the Courts of Small Causes 
i Nuddea and Jessore, which is held by a Bengali Baboo on a 
monthly salary of Rs. 1,500 a month. Mr. Prinsep could not tolerate 
the idea that a native should get such a high salary. The retrenchment 
scheme will deprive many Bengalis of their bread. 


22. The same paper says that Sir Richard Garth has taken leave, and 
a i that it is rumoured that Mr. Justice Cunning- 
Court, Sustieeship of the High fam will act as Chief Justice in his absence. 


If Lord Dufferin overlooks the claims of. 


Mr. Justice Mitter in favour of his bosom friend Mr. Cunningham, his name 
will be cursed and hated in every household. 


“3. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 14th February, says that the respect- 
ibidiatl Rethloce! Saws, able native inhabitants of Benares applied to 
W | the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
} estern Provinces to grant mercy to Srimati Raikisori Debi, lately impri- 
en forgery. But Sir Alfred Lyall, who pronounced Mr. Laidman 
© Innocent in spite of the decision of the Chief Justice to the contrary, 


srefused mercy toa Hindu lady at the int 10 
people of Benan y y e intercession of the respectable 


Nava MEDINI, 
Feb. 13th, 1886. 


BaNGABasI, 
Feb, 13th, 1886. 
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Som PRakase, 94. The Som Prakash, of the 15th February, referring to Mr. 
Feb, 15th, 1886. Prinsep’s recommendation that the 


The abolition of the Nuddea and J essore Small Cause 
Jessore Small Cause Courts. and Courts, wh 


OJ ustice 
Nudde, 


ich 
established for the benefit of local indi 


planters, should no longer be maintained, says that upon that principle tp, 
Small Cause Court in every place where there are no indigo-planters should 
be abolished. The writer hopes that Government will not abolish the 
Court at Mr. Justice Prinsep’s recommendation. 
Samvan Porsa- 25. The Samcdd Purnachandrodaya, of the loth February, Bays thy 
Poh, tite, 1808. Lord Dufferin will make himself odious jf }, 
The Chief Justiceship of the High gypersedes the claims of Mr. Justice Mit 
Court. : ° . t, 
who is the senior Puisne Judge, to the Chis 
Justiceship of the Calcutta High Court in the absence of Sir Richard Gan} 
in favour of any other Judge. 
Buanat Basi, 26. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 13th February, says that the Judges of aj 
Feb. 13th, 1886. the High Courts in the country would do yell 
ne service of sammenses'ty fixing to follow the ruling recently made by §j 
oer William Wedderburn, a Judge of th 
Bombay High Court, that summonses should not be served by fixing 
them on houses in the absence of the party summoned. 
27. The same paper, in noticing that three Talabazes have bee 
sentenced to death and 51 transported for lif 
yrne, Talabazes and the murder of for their part in the murder of Mr. Prescot, 
ieee remarks that the transportation of 51 persons 
for life for the murder of one man is possible only in India. The Bomba 
Government published a resolution some time ago exculpating the 
Talabazes, who did not assemble with the intention of murdering anyone, 
They had a quarrel with Mr. Prescott on the road, and so they hare 
murdered him. How is it that the Civilian Judge believed that they 
wanted to murder Mr. Prescott alone and no one else when the Government 
of Bombay has published such a resclution? One of the witnesses is said t 
have deposed that some of the Talabazes had cried out that they should no 
murder aryot. From this the Judge came tothe conclusion that they al 
had some hand in the murder. From the decision of the Judge the wnite 
can infer that he has pronounced such a severe sentence because the 
murdered person was an Englishman. 
—-— 28. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 16th February, draw 
Feb. 16th, 1886, : the Agog of the egw By : 
Baboo Nabin Krishna Chatterjee, Bengal to the petition submitted by te 
ee ne eee people of Uluberia for the transfer of Baboo 
Nabin Krishna Chatterjee, their sub-divisional officer. They submitted 1 
similar petition before, and the Baboo is now trying, with the assistance of 
local zemindar, to harass those who signed that petition. : 
Damn, 29. The Dainik, of the 18th February, says that Mr. Sterndale' 
beh Or a great favourite of Sir Rivers Thomps? 
whihowimi He was Vice-Chairman of the Suburbs, and 
then Officiating Collector of Calcutta. He has recently been appointed 
Cantonment Magistrate of Dum-Dum—an appointment held generally by 
military officers. Government does not allow men above 25 years 
age even to appear in the Deputy Magistrateship examination. How 
an old man be appointed to Government service ? Such arbitrary acts eb 
not be checked as long as no change takes place in the spirit of 
Civil Service. Sir Rivers has trampled all established rules under foot. 
(d)— Education. 
Pearce, 30. The Pratikdr, of the 29th January, says that a technical achod 
doje sees gleam was first established in City Moorshedabed 
PF ESDMLSNOEE AE™ though the exertions of Mr. Andersov, the 
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il ‘trate. Another has recently been established at Khagra by the 
ye a eipallty. Both boys and prota men receive their training 
a heel in painting, in carpentry, and also in ivory work. 
ok 3] The Nava Medint, of the 6th February, publishes a letter from 

a correspondent, who contradicts the statements 

The Dantoon school. made in a previous Ya ae te fore the 

hool. The writer says that last year when the head-master 
Densaged subscriptions from the Munsif, he was told that when the 
er of the school were examined, he would try, both directly 
“ ‘directly, to improve its condition. But the head-master has 
~ a3 yet submitted the accounts. The Munsif said the other day 
hat the school should be managed with the proceeds of the schooling fees 
independently of external aid. Does this amount to a proposal for abolish- 
ing the school? The writer of the first letter is labouring undera mistake 
ahen he says that the Maunsif has been displeased with the dispensary. 
The writer says that the Civil Surgeon of the district has reported to higher 
authorities that the dispensary owes its improved condition to the exertions 
of the Munsif alone. 
39 The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 11th February, says that the selection 
of text-books for the pathsalas in this 
country depends greatly upon the ‘“ whims 
and caprices” of Deputy and Sub-Inspectors. They are not selected with 
a view to the benefit of the pupils who come to receive instruction in 
those schools. The education imparted there should be of a practical kind, 
so that the children of agriculturists and others in a similar station of 
life who attend such schools may benefit by it. Thisis not possible under 
the existing state of things. The whole course of pathsala instruction 
should be changed. 
30. The Surabhi and Patékd, of the 11th January, approves of the 
proposal to introduce a work on hygiene as 
hart, on hygiene asa text-book text-book for the Entrance Examination 
on the ground of the great prevalence of 


Education in colleges and schools. 


diseases in the country. 


34. The same paper is glad to learn that the Viceroy has permitted the 

(is Hiaisn Seeincaths Callens. opening of af. A. and of a law class in the 
Dacca Jagannath College. 

30. The Bhdrdi Basi, of the 18th February, hears that Mr. Rowe, 

| the author of Rowe’s Hints, though appointed 

* tig hdl halen of the an Examiner of the Calcutta University, will 


: not prepare the question paper in grammar. It 
will be prepared by Mr. Hector of the Free Church Institution. The writer 


objects to Mr. Rowe’s being appuinted an Examiner at all. Why was the 
known author of the Hints made an Examiner? A Professor of the 
Metropolitan Institution was for a similar offence removed from the list 
of Examiners in English. Why is one rule made for natives and another for 
Europeans? If the Syndicate have not the moral courage to remove 
t. Rowe’s name from the list, they should not have taken upon themselves 
the task of doing the executive work of the University. 
36. The Samaya, of the 15th February, says that lessons in agricul- 
Miiicatee ture should be given in pathsalas. The text- 
This wil _ books also should contain lessons in agriculture. 
~ will serve to make agriculture more popular with the school-going popu- 
“ag The vernacular scholars generally pass with credit in the University. 
tir object is to learn English. Under such circumstances, English should be 
ng up to the vernacular scholarship course. All 
ools should be converted into minor schools. English should be 


=e a chools teachi 
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taught in normal schools as a second language. Their Englich 
shoié be the same as that in the F. A. Examination. The land 
studies for these schools should be four years instead of three, Sansk 
need not be studied in normal schools, for in studying the vernacular people 
get more assistance from English than from Sanskrit. The passed Student 
of normal schools should be appointed on respectable pay as teacher 
of minor schools and as Sub-Inspectors of Schools. They should be give, 
some claim to enter the police. They should be allowed to appeg ;, 
the pleadership examinations. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


SuraBal & Pataga, 37. The Surabhi and Pataka, of the llth February, says in reply 


Feb. 11th, 1886. to those Englishmen who say that Sir Riven 
ato. and the Thompson is a true friend of natives, and thy 
yes — he does not grant the demands of nating 
merely for their own good, that it has so often mentioned the injurious ag, 
of the Lieutenant-Governor that it is not necessary to mention them avain, 
Anglo-Indians never committed so much oppression as they have doy 
during the last four years. Sir Rivers Thompson may be personally, 
very righteous man. But he has earned disgrace by many acts, whethe 
they were done by him willingly or not. Many allege that in benefiting 
his relatives Sir Rivers Thompson often loses his good sense. People har 
been astonished at the promotion of his favourites, Messrs. Edgar, Lovis 
and Garrett. Messrs, Cunningham and Macaulay and Dr. Payne aly 
have established such influence over Sir Rivers Thompson that whatery. 
Opinion they express becomes known as the opinion of the Lieutenant. 
Governor. It is true that the work of the Lieutenant-Governor ¢ 
Bengal has increased so much that a man holding that office cannot propetl 
attend to any matter. But Sir Rivers Thompson should remembe 
that he is mainly responsible for the acts done by the Bengal Government 
The treatment which Sir Rivers Thompson has accorded to the Calcutta 
Municipality at the instance of several Englishmen has cast indelible stam 
on his character. The writer cannot believe that Sir Rivers Thompson, wh 
has been for a long time in the country, does not know that Anglo-Indian 
desire to reserve all power to themselves. The writer cannot also uade 
stand how, knowing this, he suffered himself to be guided by the counsel 
of Anglo-Indians. Though the belief that Sir Rivers Thompscn is 0 
favour of Self-Government is gradually disappearing from the mind of the 
writer, he does not believe that he will become bitterly hostile to it withou 
the evil counsels of bad men. The results of the enquiry of the Municip 
Commission proved the innocence of the Municipal Commissioner 
Dr. Payne suffered great disgrace, and Mr. Cunningham did not venture 
to give evidence before the Commission. Still the Lieutenant-Governor and 
his adherents said that, though the conduct of the Municipal Commissions 
was not deserving of any great blame, they had done a very wrong thing 1 
fixing the house-rate at Rs. 7-8 instead of Rs. 10. The Lieutenant-Goveriit 
did not at all consider that in the Suburban Municipality, which 18 unde 
Government, not even one-hundredth of the improvement which has beet 
effected in the town by the Commissioners has been made. He alsoé 
not consider that the Municipality would no longer be in want of funds if 
were relieved of the police charges. The present state of the Calcull 
Municipality is very deplorable. The Health Society, whose secret object * 
to put an end tothe influence of natives in the Calcutta Municipality, 18 
several persons holding the same views with itself returned as Commissioné® 
at the last election. Tie Lieutenant-Governor also has appointed sv 
choice Anglo-Indians as Government nominees. Thus there are wo pari 


 - 


atnali mely native Commissioners and a body of Anglo 
in the arog : a i. end to thesystem of Municipal Self-Govern- 
orgy writer has no doubt that he will soon have to announce the 
mente present municipality. At this critical period, the post of Health 
ot has Siabint vacant. The writer recommends that a Bengali should 


" coesiatel to that post. Englishmen, however learned they may be, 


are imperfectly acquainted with native customs and habits. 


‘at Bast, of the 18th February, cannot approve of the 
i eliesatelinaen selection made by the Commissioners of 


rhe Health Officer for thetown of Qaloutta of Dr. Simpson as the Health 
Calcutta. Officer for the town. Dr. Simpson may be an 
able man, a” he yor ‘pe of India, and he will have to learn much 
ecome useful. 
ay The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 13th February, says that some 
of the Commissioners of the Calcutta Muni- 
Dr. Simpson and Dr. Ghosh. cipality have done wrong in preferring 
Dr. Simpson . Dr. paar Dr. Simpson is a stranger and Dr. Ghosh is 
inly not inferior to him. 
oe" “The Bangabdst, of the 18th February, says that Lord Ripon’s 
The mockery of Self-Government in Self-Government 1s going to be abolished by 
Bengal. Lord Dufferin and Sir Rivers Thompson in 
Bengal Among Provincial Governors, Sir Rivers Thompson is a deter- 
mined enemy of Self-Government. In his hand the Self-Government Act 
in Bengal has been made a mere farce. Lord Dufferin gave his assent to 
that Act. On his arrival in India he promised to water and prune 
Self-Government, already planted by Lord Ripon. But he is doing quite 
the contrary. His attitude shows that he is an enemy of Self-Government. 
He gave his. assent to Sir Rivers Thompson’s Act. Lord Ripon’s policy 
was to teach people by gentle means to govern themselves. But Sir 
Rivers has provided for their whipping at every step. Having obtained 
a master after his heart, Sir Rivers is doing just what he pleases. 
He is trying to destroy the last vestiges of Self-Government in the country. 
Lord Ripon went away after introducing the elective system in the muni- 
Bcipalities of Bengal, But Sir Rivers determined to destroy that 
system. The Municipality of Calcutta suddenly became an eyesore to him. 
Lord Dufferin rebuked the Commissioners from Simla at the instance of 
Sit Rivers. The Chowkidari Act was in force in the mofussil for 15 years. 
But there was a semblance of Self-Government in it, and Sir Rivers 
has caused a Bill to be introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council in 
order to take away the power of Self-Government from the people. 
41. The Nava Medint, of the 18th February, continues its article 
i against Moulvi Buzlul Karim, the Deputy 
fs “¢ Magistrate of Ghattal, and says that the 
Commissioners of the Khirpai Municipality were compelled against 
their wishes to elect Haradhan Baboo, a friend of the Moulvi, 
as Vice-Chairman. There are two parties at Khirpai. Haradhan Baboo 
headed one party, and sent the leaders of the opposite party to 
jail on a charge of rioting, but they were released on appeal. The 
ommissioners then requested the Chairman to call a special meet- 
ng for the removal of the Vice-Chairman. But the Moulvi asked 
Ne Commissioners why they wanted to remove him. In the 
meanwhile Haradhan Baboo resigned. Haradhan Baboo abused a 
ectenle gentleman before the Commissioners, because he came to 
ag his appeal against undue assessment. The gentleman has sued 
there for defamation, and the Moulvi recommended the Commis- 
Opay the cost of conducting the case on behalf of Haradhan 
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Baboo. The Moulvi tried to become the Chairman of the municipalities 
of Ghattal and Chandrakona, but he did not succeed, because the rate-payers 
were educated men. He has no sympathy with the municipalities, ‘anq 
always expresses himself against any measure undertaken by them. 
42. The Sddhdrani, of the 14th February, says that the reasoning jg 
A Native Health Officer for the Sound that when several Anglo-Indians haye 
Calcutta Municipality. shown hostility to the Calcutta Municipality 
during the last two years, and when Government has censured the munic). 
pality relying upon their words, it is not probable that Government will listen 
to the words of a native Health Officer. If there be an English 
Health Officer, Government will not be able to easily slight his words. 
43. The Paridarshak, of the 14th February, says that it was necessary 
to raise the level of the road from Karimgan) 
to Charkhai, and the sub-divisional officer of 
Karimgan} wanted to have the work done by local agency, but the District 
Engineer is doing it with imported labour ata cost of Rs. 30,000, which 
money would have remained in Karimganj had the plan of the sub 
divisional officer been followed. ’ 
44, The Samaya, of the loth February, would have been glad had 
el alte tata Dr. Ghose been appointed Health Officer for 
Calcutta. He is a native of this country and 
understands the requirements of the country much better than any foreigner, 
Dr. Simpson is an able and learned man. But he will have to learn 
much in India. He has done much for Aberdeen. 


The District Engineer of Sylhet. 


(7)— Questions affecting the land. 


45. The Prattkdr, of the 29th January, says that Baboo Bagalananda 
Baboo Bagalananda Mukerji, Mana- Mukerji, Manager of the estates of the late 
ger of the Kasimbazar wards estates. Baboo Annadaprasad Rai, on behalf of the 
Court of Wards, is managing that large property with great ability. He 
ersonally visits the estates situated in different parts of the country, and 
ah to their administration himself. 


46. “Tne Bharat Basi, of the 13th February, says that Government 
admits that the condition of the tenants in 
Oudh has improved; that there has been no 
unreasonable enhancement of rent; that the prices have risen, but that they 
will rise no more. The district officers are of opinion that the tenants 
should be protected against arbitrary evictions by a provision of giving 
them compensation if they are evicted. rom these things itis apparent 
that the tenants are well off. Government is going to change the law in 
order to protect them against an imaginary danger. The talukdars did 
not evict their tenants. They do not evict them now. How does Govern- 
ment come to know that they will do so in future? As to the theory that 
prices will not rise, the writer is of opinion that the prices of agricultural 
prcduce which has a market in Europe are sure to rise. 
47. The Samaya, of the 15th February, says that Maharajah Mahatap 
The estates of Maharani Narayan Chand Bahadur gave his wife Narayan 
Kumari. Kumari certain estates as her stridhan. The 
estates were purchased in her name, and they were entered in 
the Collector's books in her name. They were registered in her name 
under Act VII (B.C.) of 1877. They were managed by a distinct 
set of officers. The Maharani enjoyed separately the income arising 
from those estates. But the Court of ‘Wards says that since 
the estates have been purchased with money belonging to the Raj, 
they must belong to the Raj. This is a _ strange argument 
What could the Court bave done had the estates been given to some 


The Oudh Land Bill. 
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se? The crime of Narayan Kumari seems to be that she was the 
Maharani of Burdwan. These estates have not been entered in the 
ea “of property annexed to the wills of the late Maharajah or his 
ther No one can say that this is a wilful mistake on the part of 
Mabarajah Mahatap Chand Bahadur. The Board is trying to take what 
joes not belong to it. The Maharani got her claims established by the 
High Court. The Board has after that substituted its own name for that of 
‘he Maharani in all papers in its hands, ‘The Maharani applied to the 
(‘ollector for the re-substitution of her name. | The Collector has rejected 
her application on the ground that the substitution has taken place under 
orders from the Board. The Commissioner also was applied to, and he has 
ronfirmed the decision of the Magistrate. She will have to apply to the 
Board now. But she will get no redress from that quarter. The High 
Court is the only place where redress can be expected in a case like this. 


(9) —Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


48. The Sddhdrant, of the 14th February, says that under the 

: the Eastern Present Manager of the Kastern Bengal State 
———. = Railway the mismanagement on that line, 

which existed under Colonel Gordon, has 
not ceased. Men are still being obliged to travel in cattle trucks and 
goods waggons. The only feature of the former arrangements that has 
disappeared is Colonel Gordon’s growl, which prevented even Englishmen 
of high position from acting as they pleased. 


(h)— General. 


49, The Pratikdr, of the 29th January, says that the Queen’s speech 
| was prepared by Lord Salisbury for her. The 
statement about the Boundary Commission, 
the apology for the annexation of Burmah, and the proposal for the ap- 
pointment of an Enquiry Commission are all ona par. The Enquiry Commis- 
sion will be useful only if half the members are natives of this country. 
50. The same paper says that the Income-Tax Bill has been passed into 
law without listening to the objections made 
against its provisions in different quarters. 
Better administration of public affairs cannot be 
expected under an increasingly despotic Government. It exercises its powers 
without paying the least heed as to what the people think and feel. It has, 
by its act, filled the natives with dismay. Not only are the people of India, 
but even high-minded Englishmen, saying in a voice of thunder that 
: the English go on in this way, they will not have to rule India fora long 
ime. 
dl. The same paper says that constant change of thelaws isa great 
ties drawback under English rule. The legislators 
) never think thata little change in the wording 
of an Act may do a great mischief. ‘Laws are often couched in so ambiguous 
a language that people can easily put different interpretations upon it. If any 
provision of any law interfere with English interests, Englishmen raise a howl 
about it and it is at once changed to the great disadvantage of the people. 
atives were not formerly so litigious. ‘They placed their confidence in each 
other. They did not know anything about limitation as regards debt. The 
English have made borrowing almost impossible by putting bindings after 
indings on the transaction. Formerly people could borrow money by mere 
word of mouth. Then came writing on plain paper, then on stamped paper, and 
of all came compulsory registration. With these bindings came the desire 
of the people to escape from the clutches of the law by finding out legal flaws, 
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and the moral consequences which follow successful attempts in this 
direction. 


52. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 4th February, says that good result, 
will be produced only if the Enquiry Commis. 
sion hold its sittings in India. If the Con. 
mission holds its sittings in England, no good will come of it. 
53. The Sdr Sudhdnidht, of the 8th February, expects no beneft 
to India from the accession of the Liberals t 
power. Had Mr. Bright or Lord Ripon 
been appointed Secretary of State for India, there would have been some 
hope. This has not been done. On the contrary, Mr. Bright has not been 
taken even into the Cabinet. 


54. The same paper cannot understand Lord Dufferin’s policy. He 
has deprecated war. But in spite of this he 
has waged a war against Burmah. 

55. The Sahkachar, of the 10th February, says that if England grants 

a separate Parliament to Ireland only for 

A separate Parliament for Iree the management of the internal affairs of 
— the country, and if one-third of the whole 
number of the members of such Parliament are appointed by her, instead of 
becoming weaker she will become stronger. The Irish will not rest so 
long as they do not obtain the privileges enjoyed by the colonies, Mr. 
Gladstone is assuming the management of affairs at a very critical period. 
But England’s only hope at this time lies in him. India, whose well-bein 
depends upon that of England, will not be easy in mind so long as the Irish 
difficulties are not at an end. 


56. The same paper says that it does not know how far the rumour 

| that Lord Dufferin has said that he will 

or be able to serve as Viceroy only in the event 

of Lord Kimberley’s appointment as Secretary of State for India is true. 

But the writer has obtained clear proofs which show that Lord Dufferin 
has no sympathy with Lord Ripon’s policy. 

57. The Bharat Mthir, of the llth February, observes in reference 

meee a to the fact of Lord Ripon not having been 

ord Ripon and the new Ministry. 


appointed Secretary of State for India, that 
it does not seem probable that either Mr. Gladstone or any one among his 


colleagues had any objection to see Lord Ripon appointed to that office. 
The writer thinks that Lord Ripon himself may have been unwilling to 
accept the Indian Secretaryship. Itis not that he has ceased. to take 
interest in the affairs of this country, but he probably was not willing to 
work with Lord Dufferin, who had disappointed the expectation that in 
the administration of India he would follow the policy laid down by Lord 
Ripon. The present Viceroy is benefiting Anglo-Indians at the expense of 
natives. The non-appointment of Lord Ripon to the Indian Secretary- 
ship has greatly disappointed the people of this country. They are not 
glad to notice that Lord Kimberley has been given this post. It was under 
Lord Kimberley’s administration that the prayer of natives for raising the 
limit of age in the Covenanted Civil Service Examination was refused. 


58. The same paper says that the proposed Financial Commission 


nee eer aoe Oe hasnow dwindled into a Financial Committee. 


. i This has been done owing to the fear that the 
appointment of a Commission would have necessitated the appointment to it 


of nota few native members. It is needless to say that the Committee will 
have very little liberty of action. With the exception of one or two members, 
those that have been appointed to it are not fit for the work for which they 
have been selected. It is difficult to see how Mr. Justice Cunningham 
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ht fit to sit on the Committee. The writer apprehends 
_ Mir e Cendinghani, as a member, will show his hostility to natives 
7 ak to please Government, and thus pave the way to his 
“be ining the Chief J usticeship of the High Court. Those will be greatly 
‘i : ointed who may expect to see any good come of the Committee. 
Mie country is likely to be injured and not benefited by it. There 
‘5 only one native on this Committee, and itis absurd to expect that he 
“il he able to do anything single-handed. The other members will doubt- 
on look to the interests of Europeans. The retrenchments to be made by 
in Committee will probably be similar to those recently made by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal. No one will raise the question of annual sojourn- 
‘nog of the rulers in the hills, of reducing the number of European officials, 
af of substituting for them a cheap native agency in the public service. 
What will be done is the depriving of some low-paid native clerks of their 
ists and the reduction of educational expenditure. Had the object of 
Government been good, the income-tax would not have been im- 
posed, nor would the word “Commission” have come to mean a 
“« Committee.” 
59. The same paper says that almost every page of the last Bengal 
ad Administration Report testifies to the fact 
The Bengal Administration Mepors that Sir Rivers Thompson has through illness 
hecome unfit to bear the heavy responsibilities of the administration. 
He has in this report contented himself with merely reproducing the reports 
submitted by the heads of the different departments, and made but few 


remarks himself. But wherever he has made any remarks, his narrow 


views have found clear expression. He has not yet let go Independent 
Tipperah, while native newspapers seem to have greatly offendea him. 
His Honor does not understand why native newspapers almost always 
oppose his views. ‘The writer will recur to the subject in the next issue of 
the paper. 

“60. The same paper says that the people of India are gradually dete- 


| ricrating in their physique and losing their 
eo martial instinct, This is one of the inevit- 
able results of the present system of administration. The rulers have no 
faith in the loyalty of the people of India. The Arms Act is the outcome 
of this distrust. The loyalty of the people has remained unshaken 
even during dreadful famines and other periods of trial. But 
distrust on the part of Government exists to the fullest extent, 
While on the one hand the people have been disarmed and their 
loyal offers of military help at a time when the Indian Empire was 
threatened with foreign invasion have been declined, Government has not 
ou the other hesitated to beg for recruits from the Nepal Durbar. The 
policy followed by Government in this respect is also a result of their 
distrust of the people. Had Government had any faith in their loyalty, 
it would never have objected to the formation of native volunteer 
corps. 


61. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 11th February, says that Government 


Expenditure on the Burmese war 088 engaged in a war with Burmah in spite of 
and for additional troops. the protest of native papers. Thirty thousand 
additional troops have been employed for the defence of the frontier. If 

Government had appointed native officers to the army, and had not engaged 

: a war with Burman, the imposition of the income-tax would not have been 
CCessary. 


62. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 11th February, is not glad at the 


Lord Kimberley re-appointment as Secretary of State for India 
of Lord Kimberley, owing to whose weak- 
ness many reforms proposed by Lord Ripon could not be carried out. Lord 
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Kimberley does not desire to facilitate the admission of natives into the Ciyi 
Service. Now that Lord Dufferin is Viceroy, and Lord Kimberley Secretary 
of State for India, there is no knowing what fate is in store for India. The 
writer was very sorry at the exclusion of Lord Hipon from the Ministry 
but is now glad to find him in it. 
63.. The same paper says that all the members of the Financia) 
: 7 Committee, with a single exception, are English. 
ee men and officials. The very constitution of 
the Committee shows that it is a farce. The writer cannot see why the 
Committee should go to Simla with the Government. 


64. The Bheri, of the 12th February, says that experienced statesmen 
and retired Anglo-Indian officials should 
be appointed to the Commission of Enquiry 
into the affairs of India. Such men are not wanting either in India or in 
England. The Commission will be able to do little good if it jg 
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65. Al Punch, of the 12th February, gives a cartoon in which Lord 
Dufferin is represented as holding a flac 
announcing the conquest of Burmah and 
possessed of two wings, styled the income-tax. He is also represented as 
exclaiming with an air of pride that he does not fear Russia, which the paper 
answers by saying that His Excellency has done his work well on earth, 
and that he is now flying in the sky. 


66. The Sanjtvant, of the 13th February, says that Captain Hearsey 
has asked the permission of the Governor- 

, Captain Hearsey and Sir Alfred General to bring a case for defamation against 
— Sir Alfred Lyall for writing a defamatory re- 
solution against him. The writer thinks that the case ought to be instituted. 

67. The same paper hears that Mr. Bernard, the Chief Commissioner 
of Burmah, will proceed home on leave, 
People say that he takes leave because he is ill. 
But the writer suspects that a disagreement with Lord Dufferin makes him leave 
Burmah for a short time. He is opposed to the annexation of Burmah, while 
Lord Dufferin isin favour of it. How can Mr. Bernard help going away under 
such circumstances? The writer expected that if Mr. Bernard were in 
Burmab, the inhabitants of Burmah would not be oppressed as they would 
otherwise be. 

68. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has gone to Burmah. 
But the weather seems to be a determined 
enemy of his. It has marred the Pindi Durbar, 
spoiled the Camp of Exercise, and damaged the preparations for his reception 
at Rangoon. 

69. The same paper says that the Indian Association presented an 

ie ia _ address to Lord Dufferin soon after his arrival 
in India. He gave no satisfactory reply to 
the address, but insulted the members of the deputation by raising a question 
of dress. His policy gradually developed. The preparations for a Russian war, 
the Pindi Durbar, the Burmese war, the annexation of Burmah, the adroit: 
ness in discouraging the volunteering movement, &c., made the people 
lose all respect for him. Lord Dufferin has been found out. He has been 
seen in his true colour. 

70. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has belied his promises 
in the course of thirty days. He promised 
. to appoint a Finance Commission on the 4th 
January, but he appointed a Committee for the examination of expenditure 00 
2nd February. He promised to appoint a strong Commission, but he bss 
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‘als. The Viceroy and his Ministers are anxious to 
appointed ty troy with income, but the Committee will not be able to deter- 
ap © ahatbit retrenchment is possible. Will this Committee show to the 
oe that the Government of India is anxious for retrenchment? The 
re expected that at least half the members of the Committee should 
1, non-officials. The English members are quite indifferent to the 

erease and decrease of expenditure. The natives have the strongest 

nee ‘1 the marter of expenditure. But Government has appointed only 
at native in the Committee, and he an official, though able and indepen- 
ry Unless radical measures are adopted, the expenses will not be reduced. 
The army expenses will have to be reduced, but no member of the 
Committee, except Mr. Ranade, will be able to say anything about it. The 
monopoly of high offices by Englishmen should be abolished, and the 
ay of officers from the Viceroy downwards reduced. Mr. Ranade 
can propose these measures, but he will get no_ hearing. The eight 
members of the Committee will receive _ large salaries for a ‘year, and 
pass their hot season merrily at Simla. Fight other persons will have to 
take their places on high salaries. The Committee itself will be a source 
of expense. The writer tells the Viceroy that the people do not 
want such Committees. Half the members of the Commission at least 
should be non-officials. 

71. A correspondent of the same papér says that on going toa 
coolie line in Assam he was greatly touched by 
the appearance of two coolie girls—one seven 
and another three years of age. Their mother died in the Dibrugurh hospital, 
and their father, being driven out by the manager when he was ill, also died. 
A chowkidar has given them shelter out of pity. The writer thinks 
that driving oat a coolie when ill is unjust, unrighteous, and illegal. The 
mother of the girls was sent to the hospital. Why not their father too? 
Who is responsible for the death of the man, without food and without 
treatment? The manager hasto submit a report of births and deaths. 
Who reported the death of a helpless man on the roadside ? What would 
become of the girls ? Theelder is sure todie of hunger and cold. Will 
Government take no notice of their condition ? 

72. The Bangabdst, of the 13th February, hears that Mr. Bernard’s 
ook of ie tac ek health nas broken down. He is going 
home on leave. Mr. Secretary Peacock 
is likely to take his place. This appears to the writer to be very suspi- 
cious. Is Mr. Bernard really ill, or is he suffering from a mental 
malady at the conduct of the English officers in the newly-acquired pro- 
vince of Burmah ? 

73. The same paper says that the oe have pe) yet learnt the 
Saati te greatness of treating a fallen enemy with 
3 arent ¢ Ting Canter. proper respect. The English | made 

King Theebaw a captive. They have put him into prison and placed him 

under a police guard. Not content with this, the English have brought a 

sntnate police officer from Burmah, and has placed Theebaw under his 
ge, ; 

74. The eame paper says that the English never fail to depreciate 
ates Mees the constitution of the Russian Government. 
; But some of the acts of that Government, 

which come tothe notice of the writer, do not appear to deserve any 
reusure at all. The English have this year met a financial difficulty by 
_- Imposition of a new tax on the incomes of the people, without taking 
lnto consideration the question of the realisation of the revenues without 
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dship to them. Bussia too is in a financial difficulty. But the Finance 
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Minister of Russia says that the difficulty is to be met by retrenchment, 
anyhow. No new taxes are to be imposed on the people. — 

75. The same paper says that Government has in a manne 
admitted the injustice of the imposition of 
tax on incomes derivable from houses. In 
reply to the argument of the Hon’ble Baboo 
Peary Mohan Mukerji, the Government has said that it cannot give up this 
branch of the income-tax, as it expects a return from it. The rule made by 
the Viceroy about this tax is that the tax on houses should in no case exceed 
one-tenth of the income derived from all sources. Capital justice indeed | 
Will Government follow the rules under the Act with so much care and scrp. 
pulousness ? Will a man, who has a large ancestral dwelling-house, have to 
leave it owing to his inability to pay the tax ? Has any one ever seen such 
an income-tax based on justice ? | 3 

76. The same paper says that the Indian treasury will never be full 
whether an income-tax or the Jizia be im. 
posed. Itwill ever remain empty. The 
English require money for war, for tours, for pleasures, and for luxuries, The 
English troops are to be provided for anyhow, whether natives live or die, 
Some worthless civilians are to be provided with appointments. There jg 
the Indian revenue for them. Nowhere is high pay given for s0 little 
work. ‘The retired Anglo-Indians will live comfortably in England at the 
expense of India. English lads will learn engineering at the ex. 
pense of the same country. And so the Indian finances are sure to be in 
a.chronic state of deficiency. The English have made an easy conquest of 
Burmah. But India suffers for it, When it suffers so greatly for a petty war, 
its sufferings will have no end in the case of a war with Russia. Can any one 
say that in a short time there will be no war with Russia in Central Asia? 
There are at the present moment more than a lakh of soldiers in India, but 
the English do not consider them sufficient. They are trying to 
provide for an addition of 80,000 soldiers. When expenses have in- 
creased so largely in simply preparaing for war, no One knows to what 
extent they will increase when war actually breaks out. ‘Two crores will 
be required for the support of the additional soldiers. How is India to 
find the money ? 

77. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 13th February, hears a rumour, 
which he will be very glad to learn is untrue, 
that Lord Dufferin requested Mr. Gladstone 
not to appoint Lord Ripon as Secretary of State for India, 
because Lord Ripon is not expected to approve the policy pursued by 
Lord Dufferin. The writer would have been glad if Karl Spencer were 
appointed Secretary of State. ‘The appointment of Lord Kimberley has 
disappointed him. Rumour has it that be has been appointed at the 
request of the Viceroy. During his previous incumbency, His Lordship did 
more harm than good to India. 

73. The same paper says that the Pioneer and other papers are of 

ashe opinion that it is sedition to point out the 

: faults of officers and to request Government 

to punish them. The High Court declared Mr. Laidman guilty of 
abusing natives in open court, and the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces gave him a promotion. Because the native papers 
wrote something on the subject, they were put down as rebellious. One officer 
imprisoned the wife and daughter of a respectable gentleman with a view 
of insulting him, on a plea of keeping stolen property. The High Court 
released them, but the officer received no punishment, Another officer, while 
cut hunting, outraged the modesty of respectable women and received n0 
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he native newspapers are denounced as being rebellious if 
anishment. these things. Enolish employés in tea-gardens will kick 
Oe : to death, will violate the chastity of coolie women, and native news- 
ere e will be set down as rebellious if they complain of these things. The 
Ao-Indians have got incensed against native papers because they bring 
Ah ht the acts of oppression committed by Europeans on natives. Not 
valy native papers, but even native associations have become an eyesore to 
Anglo-Indians. 


79, The same paper is glad to hear that Mr. Gladstone will appoint 

Royal Commission of Enquiry about Commission of Enquiry into the affairs of 
Iodine India, as promised by Lord Randolph 
Churchill. But, says the writer, the Commission, in order to be of any use, 


must come to India and take the evidence of respectable natives. 


BHARAT Basi, 
Feb. 13th, 1886. 


80, The Sulabha Samdchdr, of the 13th February, is very glad that scrasaa Samsomas, 


Lord Ripon has been taken into the Cabinet. 
The writer would have been gladder if 
Lord Ripon has been appointed Secretary of State for India, and the people 
of India had been thereby given another opportunity of showing tbeir grati- 
tude to him. From the previous experience of the writer about Lord Kim- 
berley, he thinks that His Lordship should not have been appointed as 
Secretary of State. | 

8]. The same paper thinks that some of the native papers deserved 
the censure passed on them by the Govern- 
ment for their reckless and unjust writing, 
which has wounded the feelinoy of the Juieutenant-Governor and 
of the people. The writer is aware that this writing of his will evoke 
unfavourable criticism, and that the Lieutenant-Governor will receive 
his share of abuse for making his remarks. The writer does not say 
that whatever the Government does is for the good of the people. 


Jord Kimberley.. 


The Government and the native press, 


abuse that liberty most shamefully. 


admit that the criticism of the Lieutenant-Governor is entirely just. 


is directed is objectionable. 


managers of the Studio are really ornaments of their country. 


82. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 30th February, says that if the 
The Lieutenant-Governor in Eastern Lieutenant-Governor comes to Hast Bengal 
simply to read a few formule on the occasion ~ 
of the opening of the Dacca and Mymensing Railway, and toattend feasts 


He should try to meet the wise men 
of the quarter, and to ascertain public opinion on questions connected with 


Sir Rivers Thompson is a supporter 
ofthe Tenancy Act which has revolutionised the relations of landlords 
and tenants. Its rules are so complicated as to be unintelligible to all parties 
overnment should give an easy interpretation 
The writer thinks that the causes at work in villages, which 
prevented the punchayet system from achieving the success expected from it, 
be removed. He cannot understand why Government wants to 
areeihen the hands of the regular police and of the magistracy by depriving 
the people of the right of electing punchayets, and the latter of their 
The writer is aware how the realisation of 

Government has 
: It should provide for the prevention 
: such Oppression, realise the tax by instalments, abolish that branch of 
is realisable from joint families, and modify the rules relat- 


Bengal. 


aud balls, his advent will be useless. 


the administration of the country. 


concerned with the land. G 
of those rules, 


should 


Control over the chowkidars. 


me income-tax last time created great oppression. 
Ought fit to reimpose the same tax. 


Me tax which 
ing to the assessment of dwelling-houses. 


People 
have the liberty of criticising the acts of Government, but they often 


Those who attack Government for 
every measure it undertakes ought to be aware of their mistakes, The relation 
between the rulers and the ruled should be kept sacred. The writer cannot 
He is 
not prepared to say that everything said by those against whom that criticism 
The writer thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for 
praising Bengali literature and the Calcutta Art Studio. The enthusiastic 
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Banasvar Pana, 88. The same paper says that people with Rs. 500 a year are really 
Jan. 80th, 1886, a a very poor. Government has thought fit = @ 
The income-tax and joint families. ty joint families with Rs. 500 a yem 


Middle class men will not by this rule be able to escape taxation. It jg 
easy to assess joint familes and to realise the tax from them. But it will 
revolutionise the family relations throughout the country. It will ruin thos 
who live jointly on small incomes derived from service. If four brothers 
earn Ks. 12 each, they will have to vay the tax if they live jointly, 
and not to do so if they live separately. Under such circumstances people 
will try to live separately. The joint family system preserves the lives of 
a large number of poor Indians, and Government, by hastily passing the 
Act, is going to destroy it. , 


Nava Mem, 84. The Nava Medint, of the 13th February, expected that 

Fob. 18th, 1886. Lord Ripon would be appointed Secretary of 
ee State for India, but it has been greatly dis. 
appointed to see the same Lord Kimberley who rejected the memorial for 
raising the standard of age in the Civil Service appointed to that high 
position ; but there is some consolation in Mr. Shuttleworth’s appointment 
as his Under-Secretary. 


— 85. The same paper is sorry to hear that Lord Dufferin has closed 
the Barrackpore Park against the public, 
No one expected such an unjust order from 
him, The Park, though belonging to Government, was a public resort for 
a long time. 


| a 86. The Uchit Vakid, of the 13th February, says that Government 

| ee Conflicting statements of Govern. Said that a Financial Commission would be « 

&€ ment. appointed. But the writer now learns from 
4 the Pioneer that a Committee for the reduction of expenditure will be 

: appointed. Government said one thing and is now doing another thing. 

| Is such conduct calculated to inspire the confidence of the people ? 


Be cgscbogpend 87, Lhe Urdu Guide, of the 13th February, says that Indians would 
Lord Ripon and the Indian Secre. ave been benefited if Lord Ripon had 

taryship. been appointed Secretary of State for India. 

| The writer remembers the opinion expressed by Lord Kimberley regarding 
: the admission of natives into the Civil Service. 


Dacca Pragasy 


a oh tae 88. The Dacca Prakash, of the 14th February, says that the appoint- 
ment of an Enquiry Commission is almost 
certain, but the question is, where is the 
Commission to hold its sittings? In England or in India? If in England, 
it will be able to take the evidence of a few Anglo-Indians, but they will 
never condemn their own acts. They are all Conservatives. They will not 
allow any innovation to be made in the administration of India, The 
writer asks the political associations in India to send a memorial to the 
Secretary of State for India to ask the Commission to hold its sittings i 
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India. 
Dacca PRAKASH, 89. The same paper says that, on assuming the reins of Government, 
ee Lord Dufferin promised to follow in the foot- 


steps of Lord Ripon. But has he done 80? 

He seems to follow the policy of Lord Lytton, who promised to apply the 
proceeds of the license-tax to the formation of a Famine Insurance Fund, 204 
| then spent them in wars. Lord Dufferin at the time of passing the Income- 
' Tax Bill,  steige that a Finance Commission would be appointed, bat 
he has broken his promise and appointed a Committee. The writer expected 

. that if a Commission were appointed, a substantial reduction would be made- 
| But the Committee composed of Government officers, which has beem 
appointed, will only dismiss a few clerks and a few duftries. 
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aper wonders that while Warren Hastings and the 

a ee Marquis of Wellesley lived in the plains, the 

Besidence in the hills. Governor-General of the present day cannot 

tive there. There may be some exception made for the Viceroy ; but why 
: 


a thirty years in the plains, go to the hills when they become 
pas : 


, -Governors ? 

ar”) ante ‘Sédhdrant, of the 14th February, complains that no non- 
official gentleman has been taken into the 
Finance Committee. People also apprehend 
that the Committee has been appointed in order to frustrate the scheme 
for the appointment of a Royal Commission of Enquiry. But whatever may 
he the purpose for which the Committee has been appointed, there will be 
no fear of mischief if it is composed of good men. Of the men who have 
been appointed members of the Committee, none but Mr. Ranade enjoy the 
confidence of the people. Mr. Hunter is an able man, and showed great 
sympathy with natives on the occasion of the Ibert Bill agitation. But 
it cannot be hoped that he will not at all respect the wishes of Govern- 
ment. Even if the Committee act honestly, no good will come of it. 
Government will not probably accept its recommendations about reduction 
of expenditure. Government has not yet given effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Army Commission. The Committee has been appointed in 
order to throw dust in the eyes of the people. The appointment of this 
Committee before the appointment of a Royal Commission of Enquiry is a 
really diplomatic move. The Committee has been appointed to prepare the 
minds of the people lest some honest members of the Royal Commission should 
expose the bad features of British Administration in India. If such men 
as Mr. Robert Knight and Mr. Dadabhai Nowroji had been appointed 
members of the Committee, no one would have had any suspicion about the 
sincerity of Government. 

92. The Samaya, of the 15th February, says that the worthless verna- 
cular papers are crying against the imposi- 
tion of the income-tax. They do not under- 
stand politics. ‘They do not know that nearly a fourth of the proceeds of 
the income-tax will be spent in the residence. of Governors in the hills; that 
alarge amount of money will be necessary if the Mengoon Prince attempts, 
with the help of the French, to recover his ancestral throne ; that ten thousand 
soldiers will be required to check the Bonarwals ; that the Amir will have to be 
satisfied if he demands a subsidy. The English must have money from 
the people whenever they want it. They cannot even brook the 
delay that the people must make in order to open theie boxes. 
What have they done for the people? The Burmese war was not undertaken 
in the interests of the people. Where are the timber merchants now? Can- 
not Governors give up the luxury of residing on the hills? The Mogul 
Emperors ruled from the plains. Lord Bentinck and Lord Ellenborough 
governed the country from Calcutta. 

93. The same paper says that nothing wiil be done by the Retrench- 
ment Commission, the members of which will 
draw fat pay for 4 year and then, to deserve 
their pay, will recommend the abolition of a few low-paid clerkships. 

34, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th February, says that 
Cod cnly knows how the results of the 
| Financial Commission, about to sit at Simla, 
will affect the condition of the country ; but ever Sir Rivers Thompson, who 

as never shown any concern in the weal and woe of the people living under 
his tule, has got alermed et the proposal. It is not yet known what 
rerenchments the Commission will recommend, but it appears, from what 


j heads of departments go to Simla, and why should civilians, after 
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the Statesman has written on this subject, that the Government of India 
will henceforth, acting on the advice of the Commission, reduce Provincial 
expenditure and make Provincial allotments. Consequently local Govern. 
ments will not henceforth have the liberty which they have hitherto enjoyed 
in the matter of making retrenchments. The public should keep a sharp 
eye on the doings of the Commission, whose object may not improbably be 
to reduce expenditure in such a way as may injuriously affect natives alone. 
95. The same paper says that in the course of his speech on the 
Income-tax Bill, Lord Dufferin stated that the 
Lord Dufferin and the Financial proposed Financial Commission would be 
re composed of both officials and non-officials 
But in the published list of members there 13 the name of only one 
person who is not a Government officer. It is notin connection with the 
Financial Committee only that Lord Dufferin has given proof of the 
uncertainty which marks his published utterances. His Trades’ dinner speech, 
too, has found contradiction in almost every detail of his administrative 
policy. While unable to endure the painful sight of must elephants fighting 
with one another, he ordered tbe discontinuance of the sport. But under his 
rule European officials are being allowed to practise various cruelties upon 
thousands of persons in Burmah. At the Delhi camp of exercise 
His Excellency stated he was a lover of peace, and yet he causelessly 
brought about the Burmese war. This discrepancy between word 
and deed would have mattered little if Lord Dufferin had been 
an ordinary Englishman; but highly-placed and possessed of vast 
influence as heis, his acts cannot be Jightly ignored. Lord Dufferin’s 
fame has spread far and wide. The humiliation to which England was 
subjected at the fighting at Panjdeh in consequence of his Rawal Pindee 
Durbar will not be retrieved until she can bathe herself in Russian blood, 
But Englishmen do not perhaps dream of any such contingency. Lord 
Dufferin’s achievements in Burmah have not only made the English naticn 
an object of reproach in the civilized world, but it is feared that the 
British Government, for its conduct towards Burmah, will find in China as 
troublesome an opponent as it has found in Russia. Again, for the camp 
of exercise at Dehli, not only are natives, but even the Pioneer is speaking 
contemptuously of Lord Dufferin. 


96. The Som Prakash, of the 15th February, complains that all the 
members of the Financial Committee are 
Government officers. There is no hope of 
any good from a Cummittee so constituted. The Committee has been 
appointed merely to hoax the people. 


97. The same paper says that there is hostility against England in 
Lord Dufferin’s administration and Assam, Burmah, Central Asia, Central India, 


wars. _ and China. The writer fears lest England should 
suffer owing to such hostility on all sides. While Lord Ripon’s adminis- 


tration was remarkable for peace, that of the acute-minded Lord Dufferin is 
remarkable for wars. 


98. The same paper says that the Russian representatives who came to 

Inspection of Indian places by the see the camp of exercise will not perhaps depart 

Russian representative. sO long as they have not seen every part of 
India. It is not wise to show every part of the country to the enemy. 

99. ‘The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson is bitterly hostile 

Sir Rivers Thompson and native to native newspapers. He has condemned those 


papers. papers whenever he has found an opportunity 
of doing so. In the last administration report Government has accused 


native newspapers of uttering falsehoods, of being fond of slander, and of 
being disloyal. The writer will not prove his disloyalty by protesting 


The Financial Committee. 


( wee 


the above accusation of the Lieutenant-Governor against native 
ayers) ‘The writer asks, why will native papers hesitate to condemn persons 
f they deserve condemnation? Native papers have boldly named the 
ersons whom they have condemned. But is 16 not cowardly to pass a 
sweeping censure on native papers without distinctly naming the papers for 
whom the censure is meant? If pointing out the fault of an official 
amounts to disloyalty, were not those who pointed out the faults of Lord Ripon 
jisloyal ? Sir Rivers Thompson thought that everybody would neglect 
his duty in the same manner.as he had done hisown. The nativ papers 
have become his eyesore by pointing out his faults in the performance of 


against 


ir duty. | | 
thei 100. A correspondent of the same paper protests against placing 
The Khara post-office a master of the Kbhara minor school in 


charge of the local post-office in addi- 
tion to his other duties on the ground that if this is done the work 
of the school will suffer, and the postal work too will not be satisfactorily 
done. 

101. The Navavibhdkar, of the 15th February, says that Local Govern- 
ments should see that conscientious persons 
are employed in collecting the income-tax. 
The Government of India has instructed Local Governments not to have 
regard to economical considerations in the matter of the employment of 
income-tax assessors. This instruction should be followed. ‘Temporary 
officers should not be appointed for that purpose, as such officers do not 
hesitate to commit oppression. ‘The direction of the Government of India 
that assessors should be chosen from among permanent officers should be 
followed. But the Local Governments should be instructed not to approve 
of the services of those who collect the largest amount of money, buat 
of those who collect money without causing dissatisfaction. If such 
instruction is issued, oppression will be considerably diminished. The 
Government of India has enjoined great caution in the collection of 
the tax in the Presidency towns. But the writer knows that greater 
oppression is committed in this matter in the mofussil than in the 
towns. The writer desires that the instruction of the Government of 
India regarding the collection of the tax by instalments should be followed. 

102. The same paper complains that no non-official . gentleman 
has been taken into the Financial Committee. 
| The work of the Financial Committee is a very 
dificult one. The work should be done with great care and courage. 
The income and expenditure of the different provinces should be ascertained, 
and the expenditure of each should be fixed according to its income. 
The expenditure of Bengal is not in proportion to its income. About 
J crores of its 18 crores of revenue are taken by the Supreme Govern- 
ment. Owing to this, necessary roads and canals cannot be constructed, 
the Education Department cannot be improved, and the police and the 
courts cannot be reformed. ‘The writer does not say that the expenditure of 
Bengal should not be reduced. The writer does not believe that the salaries 
of the high officials cannot be reduced. The Committee will not have 
the power of altering any arrangement which has been made after consulta- 
hon with the Home Government. Thus the salaries and allowances of 
lo Englishman will be affected. Poor natives only will suffer. Probably 
native officers will be dismissed on the plea of the reduction of the 
"xpenditure of the Public Works Department. The expenditure on educa- 
"i also will probably be diminished. Probably Mr. Beames’ Amlah 
Sanission will come to nothing. Noone has the power of diminishing 
'€ expenditure incurred in the name of India in England. The writer 
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expects no benefit from the Financial Committee. Government should 
see that the people can make no reasonabe complaints in connection With 
the Committee. — 

103. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson is going to 
appoint Mr. Nolan as Revenue Secretary } 
superseding Mr. Cotton, merely because the 
latter is a Positivist, and sympathises with natives. 

104. The same paper, referring to Sir Alfred Lyall’s statement that jn 
the Laidman case such justice was not done 
as is expected of the Judges of the hizhest 
tribunal, says that no one ever‘ before brought such a charge against a 
High Court. The writer hopes that the Viceroy will grant Captain Hearsey 
permission to institute a suit against Sir Alfred Lyall for the calumnious 
remarks made upon his conduct by the latter. 

105. The Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 15th February, says that Mr. Gled. 
stone is now in a very critical situation. He 
should act firmly, and should not confer greater 
privileges upon Ireland than are enjoyed by Scotland and Wales. 


106. The same paper says that Government has imposed the income- 
tax in order to meet increased military expen- 
diture which itis incurring for the protection 
of Indians from a foreign invasion. The writer says that it is not certain 
when Russia will come. But Indians will immediately be ruined by the 
income-tax. How will Indians be benefited under these circumstances ? 
Government could have avoided expenditure and provided for the deefnce of 
the country by giving natives a military training. 


107. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 17th February, says that the resi- 
dence of officials in the hills costs much. Not 
only the Viceroy and the members of the 
Council with Secretaries, but even heads of departments spend large sums 
of money in residence in the hills, The Bengal civilians, though they pass the 
greater part of their lives in the plains, cannot bear this climate as soon 
as they become Lieutenant-Governors, Government should make a rule 
that the cost of residence of officials in the hills should be paid from the 
pockets of these officials. It would then see that no one would like to 
go. But there is no hope of reduction under this head as long as the 
Viceroy does not give up the luxury of residence in the hills. 


108. The Samvdd Prabhékar, of the 17th February, says that when a 
collision with Russia has become possible, the 
Government should be prepared for it, and 
therefore the people of India should not object to pay the cost of the main- 
tenance of an additional force. But Government can reduce military 
expenditure if it likes to do so. The Horse Guards can do what they 
please with India’s money. There is a reserve force in Hngland main- 
tained at the expense of India, which benefits England only. India is not 
in a position now to help England in this matter. The writer draws the 
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Ireland. 
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, attention of the English Ministry to this matter. 


109. The Dainik, of the 18th February, says that the Government 

A Veterinary Hospital at Bhagu. Of Bengal will establish a veterinary hospital 
—_— oO oe © " at Bhagulpore. The writer thinks that 1 
should be placed under the charge of a passed 

student of the Cirencester College. The Government of the North-Western 
Provinces has appointed one of these students as Assistant Director © 
Agriculture. Will not the Government of Bengal give the charge of this 
hospital to one of them ? 
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of the 10th February, says that the Chowkidari 
| Bill, if passed, will lay the axe at the root 
The Chowkidari BIN. of the punchayet system. Even the intro- 


ducer of the Bill has been obliged to admit that it is a retrograde measure. 
Mr. MacDonnell also admitted that the present unsatisfactory state of 
things was not due to the punchayet system, but to the appointment of 
members of the punchayets by low police officers. If Magistrates themselves 
appoint the members of the punchayets, the existing evils in connection 
with the punchayet system will disappear. But since Government is bent 


110. The Sahachar, 


upon the abolition of the punchayet system, the writer's expostulations — 


sre vain. Baboo Ananda Mohun Bose has shewn his ability at the very 
fect sitting of the Council. The defects pointed out by him in the 
Bill are admitted to be such by everybody. The introduction of the 
new system proposed in the Bill will lead to an increase of the chowkidari 
tax, The new system will not remove the existing evils, but introduce 
new ones. The punchayets will have no influence under the proposed 
arrangements over the chowkidars. ‘The chowkidars will be placed entirely 
under the police. The oppression of the police is great. _Now the 
oppression of the chowkidars will become great also. People will have to 
suffer greater oppression while they will have to pay a larger sum of 
money. If respectable men are appointed members of the punchayets, 
- there will no longer remain arrears of the pay of the chowkidars. Lvery- 
thing is now managed by the police. It is strange that greater evils have not 
happened under the police management. There is no necessity fora new Act. 
111. The Bharat Mihir, of the 11th February, says that a vigorous 
agitation should be set on foot against the 
Bill to amend the Chowkidari Act which is 
now before the Bengal Legislative Council. The only object of the 
measure is to curtail the powers of the village punchayets. The writer does 
not deny that respectable villagers do not care to serve as punchayets; but 
this unwillingness to render gratuitous service is not confined either to this 
country or to this matter. The jury system furnishes an instance in point. 
The case is the same both in England and India. The punchayet, it is 
said, does not assist the police as much as it should. But the condition of 
the police is such that, not to speak of the punchayets, even if His Honour 
should come to its aid the police would not be rendered efficient. The 
Bengal police is rotten aud corrupt, and must be thoroughly reformed if it 
were ever to be made what it should be. The curtailment of the powers 
of the punchayet will not contribute to the efficiency of the police. The 
writer does not fully believe that the chowkidars do not regularly get their 
pay. Even if the complaint were well founded, it would be enough if only 
steps were taken to pay them regularly. But why curtail the powers of the 
punchayet on this account? His Honour, it would seem, cannot bear 
lo see the chowkidars looking upon the punchayet as their master. The 
reduction of the power now left in the hands of the punchayet will, instead 
_ of making service on that body popular, tend rather to make it increasingly 
agreeable. If the proposed arrangements regarding the appointments 
of tehsildars and circle sirdars are carried into effect, it will increase the 
harassment of the villagers. If, again, the police is granted increased powers 
over the chowkidars, these men who are already made to do menial work 
ot the police officers will have no time left to do their legitimate work of 
suarding the villages. While Government is anxious to grant an increased 
,“asure of self-government to the people, Sir Rivers Thompson is about to 
igh it completely. His Honour admits that the Bill is opposed to 
zi ‘sovernment. Why has it then been introduced? Government should 
“Move the undoubted defects of the existing punchayet system by 
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conferring enhanced powers upon the punchayets. His Honour ig known 
to be an enemy of self-government. But considering that he will no 
much longer remain at the head of the Bengal administration, it behoves 
him not to inflict any more miseries upon the people of this province, 


112. The Bheré, of the 12th February, says that a short time ag 
Reorganisatoin of Legislative Government passed a resolution for giving 
Councils. greater publicity to legislative measures, By, 
it has passed the Income-tax Bill without giving people time to expres, 
their opinion on it, People were not informed about the introduction of the 
Bill. They had no time to make objections. Their objections were no, 
refuted, and the objections urged by the representatives of the people wer 
not listened to. If Government pays no respect to the reasonable and 
just objections of native members, it is useless to appoint them at all. These 
members have learnt to express their opinions freely. People should try 
their best to reorganise these councils on a representative basis with 75 
per cent. of members elected by the people. As long as Government 
will continue to appoint one or two natives to these councils at its will 


people will not be able to escape the evils of oppressive legislation. 


113. The Bhdérat Rast, of the 138th February, says that the Chowkidar; 
Bill seems to have been framed with the object 
of laying the axe at the root of self-govern- 
ment. Ifthe native newspapers say this, Government will charge them 
with systematically misrepresenting its motives. But what will an 
impartial bystander say on the perusal of the Bill? Mr. Monro was 
an enemy of self-government, and Government is now going to act on 
his recommendations. The writer asks his readers to try their best to secure 
the withdrawal of the Bill, for, if it becomes law, they will not be able to live 
in the villages. They are already greatly oppressed by the police. This Bill 
will help to increase oppression. Government could not delay the passing of 
the Income-tax Bill because it was in want of money. That argument will 
not apply in the case of the present Bill. The country will not surely go to 
ruin by the continuance for some time more of an Act which has been in 
force for the last fifteen years. People should be given time to express their 
opinion on this subject. The Select Committee should get at least six months’ 
time to submit theirreport. The Bill should be translated in the vernaculars 
of the province and copies of the translation distributed extensively. 
Government cannot object to act in this matter after learning the opinions of 
all classes of the community. 


114. The Bangabast, of the 13th February, says that in the 
The Chowkidari Bill Chowkidari Bill, when it becomes law, the 
e Chowkidari Bill. . 
word punchayet will be retained, but the 
powers of the punchayets will be gone. The punchayets will be 
obliged to report the occurrences of crimes in the village. The 
Magistrate will appoint ¢ehsildars to collect the rates in circles of 
25 or more villages. The writer thinks that the real object of introducing 
the Chowkidari Bill is the destruction of self-government. The four 
reasons set forth are worthless. The Magistrate’s report is the only evidence 
on which Government relies. But in matters like these the experience of 
Magistrates is of no value. The statement that villagers do not agree 1 
act as punchayets may be true in certain cases, but Government is respon- 
sible for it. ‘The punchayets have to serve as menials to Magistrates. No 
gentlemen will submit to work under such conditions. The statement that 
the chowkidars are not punctually paid may be true in one or two instances. 
The writer is aware that in many cases punchayets have paid the chowkl- 
dars from their own pockets while their collections were in arrears. ‘Tne 
statement that the villagers and punchayets do not help the police 
in detecting crimes is not quite true. When there is a theft 8 
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village, it 13 more the int 
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more in the shape of reward. Under such circumstances it is the duty of 
Government to make the punchayets independent of the police, but instead 
of doing that it is going to strengthen the hands of the police. The write 
advises the villagers to send protests against the Bill from every village jp 
time. 


117. The Sdédhdrant, of the 14th February, says that among the 
native members in the Supreme Legislatiy, 
Council, two have a reputation for ability— 
namely, Mr. Mandlik and Baboo Peary Mohun Mookerjea. During ‘the 
debate on the [ncome-tax Bill, none of the native members could give proof 
of genius or talent. This was a most suitable opportunity for dwelling op 
the grievances of Indians, and for showing how the life-blood of Indians wag 
being sucked dry. None had the courage to say how Lord Dufferin hag 
made ducks and drakes of Indian money by spending it upon the Rawul- 
pindee Durbar, and on account of a quarrel with Russia in connection with 
Afghanistan. This is deeply to be regretted. No one said how unjustly 
Burmah has been deprived of her freedom. Lord Lytton and Sir John 
Strachey distinctly said that the license-tax had been imposed for the 
relief of famine. No native member could give a crushing reply to Sir 
Auckland Colvin when he tried to poopooh the fact; none also ventured to 
give a crushing reply to him when he condemned the native press. Had 
a native possessing genius and a heart been present at the Council, this 
would not have happened. Had a Hurrish Chunder Mookerjea or 
a Dwarika Nath Mitter been present at the Council, this could not have 
happened. 


118. The Samaya, of the 15th February, says that under the old 
law the Magistrate could not remove any 
punchayet without special reason, but now 
he will be able to remove him at his pleasure. The punchayets will have 
to do many things. They will be punished if they neglect their duty, but 
they will have no power. The Magistrates are already overworked. How are 
they to do the additional work imposed on them by the proposed Chowki- 
darilaw ? Everything will be left in the hands of the police, who will be all 
in all, The mover of the Bill himself has admitted that this will be a source 
of evil. Who are to pay the salaries of the tensildars and of the circle sirdars? 
Government will not pay a pice. The people will have to pay. The income 
of the chakran lands, assigned in many places for the support of chowkidars, 


will be taken by Government, and at the same time the people will have 
to pay for their support. 


119. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th February, says that it 

ii dinicibiiaat aie cannot even conceive of the fearful condition 

; to which the country will be reduced if the 

Chowkidari Billis passed into law. Of all the oppressions committed under 
British rule in this country, the oppression practised by the police is the most 
grinding. If this Bill becomes law, police oppression will increase to an 
enormous extent. Fortunately the two native members in the Bengal Legi- 
lative Council are trying their best to prevent the passing of the Bill in its 
present objectionable form. Another circumstance which must be regarded 
as still more fortunate is that, with all his faults, Sir Rivers Thompson is a2 
advocate of self-government. Although the Bengal Self-Government 
Act has not answered the expectations of the people, still His Honour 
cannot be blamed for that result. The progress that has been made by 
municipalities in the mofussil is in a large measure due to Sir Rivers 
Thompson; and although His Honour supports the Chowkidari Bill, still 
he has in the course of his recent speech in the Legislative Council partially 
advocated self-government, and has besides promised that efforts will 
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ntinue the existing arrangement under which the chowkidars 
ae of the flaca. In his resolution on the report of the 
Commission appointed to report on the working of the Chowkidari Act, His 
Honour remarked that had arrangements been made to select really able 
men for the office of punchayet, the defects in the working of the Act, 
xinted out by the Commission, might have been avoided. His views 
on this subject have slightly changed since he was put in possession of the 
opinions of Mr. Monro and other officials on this question. A mistake 
was committed when, under the Act of 1870, the power of appointing 
punchayets was conferred upon Magistrates. These entrusted the duty 
the hands of the higher police officials, who in their turn made it over 
‘omen in the lowest grades of the service. These last, either through 
incompetency or for wicked’ purposes, have always managed to 
appoint bad men to the punchayet. This circumstance is the cause of the 
partial failure that has attended the working of the Act—a_ result 
for which Government cannot justly blame the people of this country, 
and which might have been avoided had Government entrusted the villagers 
with the duty of selecting the punchayets, or if the local authorities had 
endeavoured to get really good men elected for that office. If the 
villagers are given this power, and ifthe punchayet is given increased 
powers, people may come to like service as punchayets. But instead 
of increasing their powers Government is by this Bill going to 
curtail them, and to compel the punchayet to commit oppression upon the 
villagers by raising increased taxation. The punchayet has again been 
made liable to punishment if it neglects to do its duty. Do the authorities 
really believe that people will come forward to render such argeeable 
service? There would have been no necessity for the present Bill if Govern- 
ment had conferred upon the punchayet the powers which it is now 
proposing to vest in the police and Magistrates, and empowered the villagers 
to elect men for the office of punchayet and to exercise authority over 


the chowkidars. The Chowkidari Act ought to have been made a part 


of the Self-Government Act. 


120. The Navavibhdkar, of the 15th February, says that if it had 
been the object of Government to improve 
the punchayet system, the power of Magistrates 
would have been diminished and not increased. If the power of the Magis- 
trate increase, the power of the police also will increase. It would have 
been well if it had been provided that the chowkidar will be appointed by 
the punchayet, but that the Magistrate, or some officer appointed by him 
in that behalf, will superintend the work of the punchayet. What can 
be more tyrannical than the provision that the members ot punchayets will 
® punished if they refuse to work or neglect their duties? The punchayets 
will have no authority over the chowkidars. The chowkidars will be subject 
lo the Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police. After this 
the police will commit Oppression to its heart’s content. It will, upon the 
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pretext of maintenance of peace, trouble men at every step. This is a fine 


lav indeed! The policy of facilitating the maintenance of peace by weaken- 
ing the people and by subjecting them to oppression can be followed in India 
7. Now the punchayet shows some consideration in the collection of 
axes. But this state of things will nolonger remain. Henceforth the tebsildar 
will forcibly collect taxes from people, and the Magistrate will support him. 
: ‘8 arrangement has been made in order to keep down the people. Lest 

© people should obtain any power of self-government in some matters 


"wing to the Self-Government Act, they are to be deprived of their power 
12 Other matters, | 
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121. The same paper says that there is much difference between the 

Secretary Mr. Thompson and the Lieutenant. 
Governor Sir Rivers Thompson. Sir Riye,, 
Thompson encouraged the punchayet syrtem 15 years ago. But now he 
is opposing that system. The country is then probably advancing in the 
direction of barbarism under British rule. Because Sir Rivers Thompson 
has been found to depart from his own policy, ne has had recourse to false 
reasonings and to an appeal to civilian experience. But the people haye 
no confidence in Mr. Monro and his Committee, on whom the Lieutenant. 
Governor relies. The writer cannot understand how the Lieutenant. 
Governor ventured to say, in defiance of truth and history, that the English 
conferred upon villagers for the first time the privilege of nominatino 
chowkidars. Warren Hastings took away from the people the right of 
nominating chowkidars. Lord Cornwallis restored this right to the zemin- 
dars. But under the zemindars the people had influence over the chowki- 
dars. Had it been the object of Sir Rivers Thompson <>) improve the 
punchayet system, he could have easily done so. But it is his object to 
destroy the power of the people, and make them completely subject to 
the officials. Business would have been smoothly done if local Boards and 
Union Committees had been entrusted with the power of nominating 
chowkidars. Sir Rivers Thompson’s remarks on self-government, in the 
course of his speech in the debate on the Chowkidari Bill, shows that he 
does not desire the success of that measure. Though Sir Rivers Thompson 
is reluctant to entrust punchayets with the work of nominating chowki- 
dars, he is very eager to entrust them with the work of superintending 
schools and even colleges. Had there been any educational cess, natives 
would not have been entrusted with the work of its collection. The 
villagers were entrusted with the work of nominating chowkidars, and a 
chowkidari tax was imposed upon them. But now that the tax has been 
imposed, the punchayets are no longer necessary. People must not have the 
right of spending their own money. Government will be able to convince 
nobody that the local Boards or punchayets who can be entrusted with 
the management of educational affairs cannot be entrusted with the nomina- 
tion of chowkidars. 

122. The Som Prakash, of the 15th February, is glad to see the 
ability and conzcientiousness of the Hon’ble 
Peary Mohun Mukerjea. The writer cannot 
but thank him for the patriotism and independence of mind that he has shown 
in the Legislative Council. It cannot be reasonably hoped that merit will be 
recognised by Government. But Indians are delighted at the patriotism of 
their noble countrymen. 

123. The same paper says that Government is committing an error 

sa taaiiniaaee in increasing the defects of the Chowkidan 
Act instead of removing them. ‘The wniter 

knows well, and many experienced rulers also have said, that respectable 
men cannot work in any matter with which the police, which is worthless 
and prone to oppression, is connected. Mr. MacDonnell has said that 
respectable men in villages try to keep out of punchayets even by offerin 
bribes. Mr. MacDonnell would have given proof of wisdom if he ha 
blamed the police rather than those gentlemen for this. Under the 
present arrangements the chowkidars are able to neglect their duties 
with impunity if they can only satisfy the police. Under these circum- 
stances the punchayet system would bave been improved if the punchayets 
had been freed from the undue authority of the police. But Sir Rivers 


Thompson, who is bitterly hostile to self-covernment, is very reluctant to 
increase the power of the people. 


The Chowkidari Bill. 


Baboo Peary Mohun Mukerjea. 
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IV.—Native States. 


Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 11th February, is staggered to 

cose ‘ ¢ native learn from an English paper that Government 

Gorernment and the armies’ has determined to tg oe _ se of 

sone der English commanders, 
tive princes, and to train them under Jung ! 

eS npr tie ti to be impossible under Lord Dufferin. The 


dager to God that the above statement may prove unfounded. si 
hérat Bast, of the 18th February, says that some of the 
nena relatives of Sir Jung Bahadur, of Nepal, have 


The refugees from Nepal. taken refuge in Calcutta. They have money 


: , but that will not enable them to live long. Sir Jung Bahadur 
me friend of the English. ‘Will the &nglish do nothing for the relatives 


a oe hat 1 is likely to ensue 
ame paper says that @ quarrel 1S Il to | 
- ‘ His is arith’ Nepal. The new Nepal Ministry is 
state trying to please the English, but the English 
are not pleased with it. Ithas promised to recruit 6,000 Goorkha soldiers for 
the English, of which more than 3,000 cannot be sent for the present. But 
+ has not been able to enlist more than six or seven hundred soldiers up 
to this time. The writer thinks that the Nepal Government has not done 
well by making such an agreement with the Government of India. 
127. The Som Prakdsh, of the 15th February, referring to the 
rumour that the Government of India intends 
Government and the armies ofthe tg fix the number of troops of the native 
eee princes according to the population and 
revenue of their respective states, to include the names of such troops in the 
list of its own troops, and to appoint an English officer to each regiment of 
such troops, says that Lord Dufferin has followed such an alarming policy 
in India that these statements do not seem incredible. There can be no 
doubt that such acts will-gradually make the people dissatisfied. 


VI.—MiscELLANEOUS. 


128. The Paridarshak, of the 14th February, in noticing the recent 
he meeting of Lady Dufferin’s National Associa- 
the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. ‘tion, says that all great men in India should 


have some hand in the good work initiated by Her Ladyship. 


Urtya Papgrs, 


129. The Samvdd Bahika finds fault with the Joint-Inspector of 
Schools, Orissa Division, for excluding two 
old examiners from the list of examiners 
appointed to conduct the Middle English, Middle Vernacular, and Upper 
Primary Scholarship Examinations of 1886. 


130. The Utkal Dipika is disappointed to find that the Salt Commis- 

Employment of Uriyas in the Salt SlOner does not properly attend to the claims 

Department, of the natives of Orissa in filling up posts 
that fall vacant under him. 


Employment of Uriyas in the Salt 131. The Sebaka has the following para- 
_———— _ graph on the same subject :— 

_ “The constitution of the Salt Department asa separate department 
in Orissa has produced great excitement among the ministerial officers of 
that province. We hope the Salt Commissioner, who will administer the 
“partment from Madras, will find men in Orissa qualified enough to carry 
On the several duties of that department. At any rate, the claims of 


“cers serving long in that department under the old system must not be 
Verlooked in any way.” 


Joint-Inspector of Schools, Orissa. 
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Feb. 15th, 1886. 
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132. The same paper writes the following lines respecting the Change 
Ministry in England :— oe 

. $6 Tho Home rulers, under Mr. Parnell, consider it to their advan. 
tage to have a Liberal Ministry, and whe, 
that will not satisfy them, they will again 
bring about a change. It is a pity that the constitution of the 
British Parliament should be so weak as to allow a certain number of 
unscrupulous men to play the part of king-makers, for really the British 
constitution is now at the mercy of the Parnellites, who want an independent 
govern ment for Ireland. 

‘Constant changes of Ministry are not pleasant to look at. They 
lower the prestige of a nation in the eyes of other nations. Progress 
remains ata standstill, and the steadiness of international policy is marred 
unnecessarily, Conservatism and Liberalism represent two different types 
or systems of thought, and unless each obtains sufficient time to play its 
part, no real progress is possible. We therefore consider it necessary that 
the two parties in England ought to unite in removing these defects from 
the constitution of the British Parliament. ” 

133. The same paper has the following lines in an article headed * The 
Countess of Dufferin’s Fund ”:—Among the passing events of the day, good 
works only remain to perpetuate the memory of 
their founders, and to encourage future genera. 
tions to follow the examples of their forefathers. Judged in this light, the 
Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, when made permanent by the establishment of 
several institutions in different parts of India, will stand as ashining monp- 
ment to encourage the future race of Indians to bestir themselves in the work 
of relieving suffering humanity. No measure of Lord Dufferin’s Govern. 
ment will be appreciated so much by our people as the philanthropic 
attempt to give female medical aid to the people of India. * ee. 
. * * The General Meeting held at Calcutta ip January last 
was attended by Europeans and natives, all of whom unanimously accepted 
the proposals of the speakers. The speech of His Excellency the President, 
and that of the Lord Bishop, were very interesting. The Association has 
acted wisely in requesting all existing associations of the kind in India 
to affiliate themselves with the National Association. The decision of the 
Central Committee not to interfere with the provincial branches of the 
Association is wise, but we should like to have certain native members on 
that Committee. We hope the official element in all Committees will 
dwindle every year, and the preponderance of the non-official element wil 
testify to the popular character of the movement. 

The Association at the very commencement of their work will find 
great difficulty in securing competent teachers and nurses to carry on the 
duties of schools and dispensaries. They will have thus to apply to great 
missionary bodies, especially the Catholic Missions, working in different 
parts of Kurope. The institutions will thus, for a certain period, be tinged 


Change of Ministry in England. 


The Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 


with a religious and denominational colour; but a period of ten years wilh- 


in our opinion, suffice to enable willing Indian women to practise the art of 
medicine. Then, and then only, can the Association be said to have assumed 
a national type. We cannot conclude this article without offering our 
heartfelt thanks to Lady Dufferin and her co-adjutors for the troubles that 
they have taken in behalf of our women. Our obligations are also due to 
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, who intimated by telegraph her 
willingness to become the supreme patroness of the Association. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, Mua. & Bele 
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